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UM’S LARGEST INTERNATIONAL EVENT CELEBRATES GLOBAL COMMUNITY
M ISSOULAThe University of Montana will celebrate cultures from around the globe at the “2003
International Culture and Food Festival: Celebrating Our Global Neighborhood” from noon to
5 p.m. on Sunday, April 13 at the University Center.
Sponsored by the International Student Association and coordinated through Foreign
Student and Scholar Services, the festival provides U M ’s 360 foreign students and scholars
with the opportunity to share their culture with the community through food, dance, music,
performances and crafts.
“This year’s festival theme aims to honor the international and multicultural diversity
that exists in Missoula,” said Mona Mondava, festival coordinator. “We want to highlight our
rich diversity as a cause for celebration.”
The festival will kick off at noon with a parade of flags led by the Celtic Dragon Pipe
Band. In the UC atrium more than 30 food booths will feature authentic cuisine from various
parts of the world, including Japan, Indonesia, Brazil, Sweden, Bhutan, East Africa, Burkina
Faso, Russia and China. Prices range from 50 cents to $4, and hungry festival go-ers are
encouraged to show up early because the food sells fast.
The International Culture Show will feature non-stop song, dance and musical
performances in the UC Commons. This year’s show will highlight songs and dances from
-more-
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places such as Bolivia, Malaysia, Thailand, Germany and Spain, in addition to instrumental
music from Kyrgyzstan and Japan.
Children will enjoy an international festival all their own at Children’s World, where
they can participate in hands-on activities such as crafts, dances and games, as well as enjoy
storytellers and puppet shows that highlight traditions of other cultures and countries. Children
will receive “passports” that will be stamped as they “travel” from country to country.
Informational booths presenting literature, photographs and artifact displays will be
open throughout the event. Ethnic and civic organizations with international connections or
opportunities also will have informational booths at the festival.
Admission is free for UM students and children ages 10 and under. The cost for the
general public is $1.
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